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detached themselves from their main body, came
before the fort, just beyond the range of the cannon,
and asked for food. Their comrades hurled a thou-
sand insults at them from the top of a bastion,—
reproaching them with not caring for them, because
they did not go and get the two French prisoners who
alone could set them free; I cannot positively assert
that those voluntary prisoners had not some secret
arrangement with their people, and some desire to
make us fall into their ambushes. It is very prob-
able that their going and coming, and their long
parleys, were not always harmless,—especially as
they write to us from the Huron country that the
Hiroquois who were captured in that quarter had
stated that it was their intention to surprise the fort
of three Rivers this year; and that, in their songs,
their imprecations were directed equally [33] against
the French and the Algonquins. In any case, they
awaited the misfortune that they did not foresee.
The following Chapter will tell you of it; but, before
commencing it, I shall write down an item of news
that has just been brought to us.

On the twenty-eighth of the same month of July,
twelve or thirteen Hiroquois lay in ambush at Mont-
real, in the corner of a wood adjoining a meadow
where some mowers were cutting and gathering hay,
while other men were cutting down the brushwood.
Suddenly the report of some arquebus shots was
heard, which brought down a Frenchman; and then
the barbarians, after giving a loud yell, were
observed running as fast as they could to cut off the
others. But our people were not frightened; they
seized their arms, and fired three shots at those who
showed themselves, causing one or two to drop, who


